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◊ Event Description 
The United States and the Republic of Korea (ROK) share a long history of cooperation based on 
mutual trust, shared values of democracy, human rights, and the rule of law, common strategic 
interests, and an enduring friendship.  
 
As allies whose relationship is grounded these in shared values, the United States and the 
Republic of Korea work together to create a safe, prosperous, and dynamic Indo-Pacific region 
through cooperation between the Republic of Korea’s New South Policy and the United States’ 
Indo-Pacific Strategy based on the principles of openness, inclusiveness, transparency, respect 
for international norms, and ASEAN centrality. 
 
Please join us for an online discussion with Marc Knapper, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State 
for Japan and Korea, as he highlights future-oriented partnership opportunities for the dynamic 
U.S.-ROK Alliance. 

 



 
 
◊ Speaker 

Marc Knapper, a member of the Senior Foreign Service of the U.S. 
Department of State, has served as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Korea 
and Japan since August 2018.  Prior to assuming this position, Marc was in 
Seoul as Chargé d’Affaires from 2017 to 2018 and Deputy Chief of 
Mission from 2015 to 2016.  Earlier assignments include Director for India 
Affairs, Director for Japanese Affairs, and multiple postings in Tokyo, 
Seoul, Hanoi, and Baghdad. Marc has twice worked in the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea, once in 1997 as the State Department 
representative to the Spent Fuel Team at the Yongbyon nuclear facility, and 

again in 2000 as part of the advance team for then-Secretary of State Madeleine Albright’s visit to 
Pyongyang. Marc is the recipient of a number of awards from the U.S. Department of State, 
including the Secretary of State’s Distinguished Service Award, the nation’s highest diplomatic 
honor. Marc has also received the Linguist of the Year award and three Superior Honor Awards. 
He is a summa cum laude graduate from Princeton University, and also studied at the University of 
Tokyo, Middlebury College’s intensive Japanese program, the Army War College, and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s Seminar XXI course. Mr. Knapper speaks Korean, 
Japanese, and Vietnamese. 
 
 
◊ Moderator 

Jisoo M. Kim is Korea Foundation Associate Professor of History, 
International Affairs, and East Asian Languages and Literatures and 
Director of the Institute for Korean Studies at GW. She also currently 
serves as Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Korean Studies. She is a 
specialist in gender, law, and emotions in Korean history. Her broader 
research interests include gender and sexuality, crime and justice, forensic 
medicine, literary representations of the law, history of emotions, 
vernacular, and gender writing. She is the author of The Emotions of Justice: 
Gender, Status, and Legal Performance in Chosŏn Korea (University of 

Washington Press, 2015), which was awarded the 2017 James Palais Prize of the Association for 
Asian Studies. She is also the co-editor of The Great East Asian War and the Birth of the Korean 
Nation by JaHyun Kim Haboush (Columbia University Press, 2016). She is currently working on a 
book project tentatively entitled Sexual Desire, Crime, and Gendered Subjects: A History of 
Adultery Law in Korea. She received her M.A., M.Phil., and Ph.D. in East Asian Languages and 
Cultures from Columbia University. 

 
 

This event is on the record and open to the public. 


